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“One of the things I guess I love to hate or hate 
to love, is that you get what you’ve trained for,” 
says Iron County Assessor Cindy Bulloch with 

a special emphasis on the “get” part.

She would know, she’s done her share of training (and some 
getting, too).

She grew up in tiny Summit, Utah, just a few miles south of 
Parowan. The town is so small it barely earns a spot on the 
map at less than 200 in population.

But the former Parowan High School senior class president, 
athlete and cheerleader dreamed of bigger things and 
decided after graduation she would leave and never come 
back.

“I first went to Utah State University in Logan and then 

Meet Her Iron Toughness, Cindy Bulloch
moved to California to attend Cal Poly (California Polytechnic 
State University) and study Agribusiness,” said Cindy 
explaining that even though her major was agribusiness she 
had a special emphasis on public policy which is only part of 
the story of how she got interested in government.

Her first exposure was growing up as the daughter of then 
Iron County Assessor H. Dee White. He served as assessor for 
16 years, and was very proud when he heard the news of his 
daughter starting a job as a deputy assessor in Iron County in 
2000. Sadly, however, he passed away prior to her running for 
office in 2012.

“We kind of laugh because I don’t know if he is in Heaven 
saying ‘you go girl’ or if he’s rolling over in his grave saying 
‘didn’t I teach you any better’, but I am sure he’s proud,” she 
says, speaking fondly of her father.
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THERE’S BEING COVERED, 

AND THEN THERE’S BEING TAKEN CARE OF.

  THIS IS THE TRUST. 

Iron County Assessor Cindy Bulloch is quite the daughter, wife, mother, and grandmother... and a pretty good athlete, too.
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She lists both her dad and mom as the most influential 
people in her life.

“My mom is amazing - she’s been a widow for four years 
and just never stops. And my dad, despite being born with 
a physical handicap was also very tenacious,” she said.

Which is probably a little bit of where she gets her athletic 
grit.

“I’ve always been pretty active throughout my life, but lately 
I do it to fight age - trying to find that fountain of youth or 
something,” she laughs.

The “it” she speaks 
of are actually three 
intense activities 
built into one event 
- commonly referred 
to as a triathlon. 
But lately - to keep 
things interesting - 
she also picks a solo 
distance event of 
running or biking.

“I like the 
competitive nature, 
but I like to compete 
against myself to 
beat the time I got 
before,” said Bulloch, 
who has competed 
in more than a 
dozen different 

races in 2013 alone, including seven 5K’s, five half 
marathons, two 10K’s, one dualathlon, one triathlon, 

an 85-mile bike ride, and in October 
her first marathon. She also is planning 
another triathlon, two 5K’s, and another 
half marathon before the end of 2013.

Given her work ethic as county assessor, 
and spending time with her husband, 
children and grandchilden, one would 
wonder when she has time to train. 

“I get up about 4:15 a.m. every day and 
either go to the gym or run,” she said, 
adding that her day often includes a bike 
ride to work before she muscles through 
piles of paperwork, powers through a 
marathon-lengths worth of meetings, 
or sprints from family activity to family 
activity in the evenings.

That’s just the way she likes it. 

She probably also gained some mental toughness 
through a singular experience while traveling overseas 
in 1999. It certainly changed her perspective on life.

“I was travelling in Europe by myself, visiting a friend 
from college,” she begins. “And I was getting on a train 
to go back to Milan (Italy) and next thing I knew I was 
waking up in an ambulance.”

Unbeknownst 
to Bulloch, a 
tumor had been 
enlarging on her 
brain for some 
time and had 
finally reached 
a point where 
the pressure had 
led to a seizure 
- something as 
foreign to her as 
the country she 
was in.

Cindy stayed 
in Italy for a 
week before she 
was cleared for 
a flight home, 
as there was Bulloch with daughter Bailey, following one of their many runs together.
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considerable swelling and flight cabin pressure can cause 
additional seizures.

She barely remembers the flight home because of the 
medications she was given, but returned on a Sunday 
and had surgery two days later at LDS Hospital. Doctors 
removed the tumor and determined that it was benign. 

“I had to learn to read and write again, but have had no 
other physical problems with it since,” she reports. 

Not that re-learning to read and write was easy.

“I remember coming home from the hospital and my 
daughter had her piano book and wanted me to read it. The 
song was Three Blind Mice, so I knew the tune and I knew 
the words, but I couldn’t read it. And I remember crying 
because I didn’t know if it would ever come back.”

Both skills did come back and she was able to resume a life 
in the place she didn’t think she would ever come back to. 
Home.

She met her current husband while living in Salt Lake on a 
blind date - who her sister convinced her would be nothing 
more than just a free meal. 

“Between the two of us we have four children and three 
grandchildren,” she says proudly. Her husband manages 
a family ranch with winter range on the Lund Desert and 
summer range on Cedar Mountain, behind Navajo Lake, 

with his two brothers, and another ranch 
near Panguitch Lake for a gentleman who 
lives in Las Vegas.

As she mentioned, family time is in the 
evenings, but what she likes most is 
combining her love for outdoor activities 
(hiking and running) with family.

Not too far behind is the joy she gets from 
serving as county assessor.

“I’ve enjoyed the connections with other 
counties and other elected officials. The 
job itself is rewarding, but it’s the people, 
both the tax payers and the people in the 
community, that really make it great.”

The first-term assessor is still new to her 
elected office, but the community will 
always be home. And this time, she thinks 
she’ll stick around for a while.

“I plan to run again,” she reflectively nods with a smile. After 
all, she loves running.

Cindy and husband, Jeff.

Cindy riding in a parade with one of her granchildren.
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