Millard County Recorder Connie Hansen loves her family and her gardening.

The Recorder With the Green Thumb
F

ictional proprietor, Amos Pettingill, of the famed White
Flower Farm Nursery of Connecticut
once penned: “I guess a good gardener always starts as a
good weeder.”
Amos must have had Millard County Recorder Connie
Hansen in mind because when her fingers aren’t sifting
through endless pages of county maps or carefully
scrutinizing an infinite field of boundaries she’s probably
out beautifying the grounds in her neighborhood and
home.
“Oh, I love it,” she says enthusiastically. “People ask me all
the time if I’ll come and do their yards.”
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and gardening tools to keep several folks’ lawns trim and
flower beds weed-free – not to mention her own which is
easily the most beautiful lot in her Delta neighborhood.
“I love to do yard work and when my kids are around they just
know that they will come and help me,” she says, adding that
she likes to use the extra money for trips and Christmas.
A native of Arimo, Idaho, Connie’s love of gardening started
with a deep seeded belief, planted by her father, that weeds
are harmful not only in agricultural production but also
financially.

And she does.

“I was taught, when I was younger, that you don’t have rye in
your fields and you don’t have weeds around because when
you are raising seed grain it lowers the value.

When her county work is done, she grabs her lawn mower

“And so I came to Utah and there’s rye everywhere and it just
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drives me crazy,” she says with a laugh.
She acknowledges there’s plenty of additional gardening she
could take on, but doesn’t let that get in the way of some of

horses. But it was also quality time with her dad, whom
she considers one of the most influential people in her
life.
“He’s the one who taught me how to work and how
to think things out, which sometimes I think he
wondered how good a job he did,” she jokes. “He just
took the time and I worked with him a lot.”
After graduation from Marsh Valley High School, the
self-described “shy” teenager enrolled at Ricks College
to pursue a degree in Veterinary Science. While there
she dated and married her first husband, who she went
on to have four children with.
They later divorced, but marriage changed her career
plans as she opted to have children and do various odd
jobs – mostly drawing on her farming background.

her other hobbies, which include traveling, four-wheeling,
boating, skiing and photography.
Recently she and her husband, Lyle, road their motorcycle
to South Dakota.

“Having children changed me a lot. It made me see
that there is more to life than “things”,” she said. “That
the people around me are more important. That taking
time to be with them and making sure they know you
love them is the biggest thing for me.”

“We went to Mt. Rushmore, Devil’s Tower, and Custer City,”
she said. “It was awesome. We just had a ball. And I think
[South Dakota] is one of the prettier states, next to Utah,
Idaho and Wyoming.”
She adds that they had so much fun they are planning
another motorcycle trip up the Pacific Coast, from
California to British Columbia.
The couple don’t always have to go far to have fun. They
love to go four-wheeling with their family in the nearby
mountains of Millard County. And their backyard is
literally a small lake where they can take their boat out
from their own private dock.
“Anything to do with the outdoors – I just love being out in
the open,” she adds.
Connie pretty much grew up outside, encouraged by her
parents to fully experience farm life.
“I was kind of like my dad’s second boy because my brother
had allergies so I got do all the hay and did most of the
cowboying with the cattle,” she reflected.
It was good training, she said, and as she got older gave her
the funds to afford college as she raised and sold cattle and
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She has since re-married, and with Lyle’s
daughter, they have five children and now
12 grand children.
In 1986, Connie was hired by then
County Recorder Linda Carter as a deputy
recorder at Millard County. This was a
good fit for her, as she was familiar and
enjoyed working with maps and property
boundaries in rural Idaho.
“Along with farming and ranching, I had a
lot to do with my dad’s property boundary
lines, so I kind of knew what was going on
when I started here,” she said.
So what’s a typical work day like for this
recorder?
“I get up around five or five-thirty, drive to work and then
review all the recording that took place the day before.”
“Then I start reviewing plans, answering phone calls or
working with my staff and visitors to mainly do name
changes and title work,” she adds.
It’s mostly routine work, but she still loves it.
She especially loves it when she’s able to help weed out

a property-related issue or beautify the symmetry between
conflicting boundaries.
“Just knowing I can help track things for people so they know
where their property is is rewarding,” she says with a smile. “I
like working with different people – people in my office, my
neighbors, at my church. It’s really fun.”
But always in the back of her mind are the real weeds that she
will later pluck and the borders of grass she will trim of friends
and neighbors in the county she loves and calls home.
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