LuAnn loves riding horses. Pictured here with her son Ben Adams on their family ranch.

She’s Box Elder’s “Get ‘Er Done Girl”

B

ox Elder County Commissioner LuAnn Adams has
an impressive local government resume, having
served as an elected official over four different offices
in her career.
But even she will tell you, and what is evident after
spending an afternoon hanging out with her in her various
offices (at the county building, in her vehicle, and out on
her ranch), is that Commissioner Adams loves to get stuff
done.
“I probably make everyone nuts, but I’m a driver,” she says
somewhat apologetically.
Her former Deputy Clerk and now County Clerk
Marla Young agrees. “I would have to say that the main
characteristic I admire about LuAnn Adams is her ability
to get things done—she is a get ‘er done girl.”
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Case in point. Prior to Adam’s recent commission assignment
overseeing the county fairgrounds, the county commission
had debated for more than a decade on a new location to
replace some of its key infrastructure (including an indoor
riding arena). One of the existing buildings, built in 1948, was
falling apart.
“So I came in and met with the fair board, said ‘here are my
ideas - what do you think?’, and everyone liked them. Then I
secured the funding from CIP and Tourism and started telling
everyone ‘we are doing it this year,’” she said.
While LuAnn jokes that she is probably “killing” the
county building inspector with the project, she believes that
momentum is a key element to getting results.
She’s also getting results in the public lands arena, a
commission assignment that was new to her in title but not in
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the context of her background. Box Elder recently became
the first county to adopt a sage grouse plan aimed at
helping keep the species off threatened or endangered lists.
A listing of sage grouse by the US Fish and Wildlife Service
would prove devastating to counties, as it would most
certainly lead to restrictions on grazing and oil and gas
development.

can,” explaining her county’s work on the sage grouse
issue.
The Commission’s plan has received wide-spread praise
among federal, state and local officials for being not
only the first of its kind but also very much in line with
what the State is expected to release as its plan.
Former Brigham City Mayor and now State Senator,
Pete Knudson has nothing but
praise for LuAnn. The Senator
hired her as a temporary and
eventually permanent secretary
in his office when he was
mayor.
“She loves her work,” he says
pointedly. “ She’s never done
a job halfway—it’s always been
more than what you expect in
every position she holds.”
Leaving the political arena
behind each day, Adams heads
off to do more in the other
driving force of her life—her
family.

Adams and her husband Bob are lifelong ranchers in Box
Elder County.
“We are now into the fifth generation, with our two sons
helping run our ranch. My husband’s grandfather used to
run hundreds of palomino horses. Then when Bob and I
were first married we raised wheat. In the years since, we’ve
moved into raising cattle and now have nearly a thousand
head,” she says .
She loves her county’s rural lifestyle - the farms, the
ranches, the people.
So it shouldn’t come as a surprise that whenever there’s an
intersection of her get-’er-done style and love for lands she
calls home she becomes especially focused.
“I just believe you should be proactive and do what you
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Married in 1976, she and Bob
first took notice of each other
at a church dance. LuAnn, who
was raised in Chubbock, Idaho
in her early years and later in
Wells, Nevada, was no stranger
to rural life after graduating
from LDS Business College and moving to Brigham
City to work for Knudsen.
“We liked the same things,” LuAnn says fondly of her
courtship with Bob. “His family had a ranch and I
always loved riding horses and spent a lot of time in my
youth in a similar type of family.”
Thousands of citizens in Box Elder County have put
and kept LuAnn in office since 1994, but it was Bob’s
vote that got her started. When asked to run for
County Clerk/Recorder for the first time she thought
the idea was “crazy.”
“But it was my husband who said, ‘I really think you
should run.’ And so once he said that I began to take it
more serious and it made me ultimately decide to do
it,” she reflected. “You can see how he treats me. He
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is always there for me. I am so lucky to have a man that
always puts me first.”
Probably in large measure because of that loyalty, she and
Bob extend their circle of love to their children and grand
children. In 2008, she made the decision to end her fulltime career as a County Clerk/Recorder, trading it for a run
as a part-time County Commissioner and the opportunity
to spend more time with the grandkids.
All five of her children, their spouses, and 12 grand
children live in Box Elder County. “I feel really lucky, but
love it because I love family gatherings, and creating little
parties and traditions for them.”

“You always wonder why you run for (elected) office,” she said,
“I think I was in there at that time to help get these pictures
in place because I had people come to my office crying and
thanking me. And most of the people who helped me with the
project have since passed away.”
“I think people see her as a business woman and a go getter,
but I don’t know if they always know just how big of a role she
plays as a mom and being there for her kids and grandkids,”
says her daughter Collette Hawkes.

LuAnn doesn’t do family time halfway either.
Along with the traditional Thanksgiving and Christmas
gatherings, she often creates mini activities to help get
ready for the bigger ones. For example, to get ready for
Thanksgiving all the grandchildren are invited over to
make pies. Each gets their own rolling pin and has the
opportunity to work side-by-side with grandma to choose
the ingredients and make them.
She also loves to teach while building memories.
“I put on this little tea party every year for my
granddaughters,” she says with a big smile. “My mother
had a collection of gloves and hats and so we get those out,
dress up, and talk about manners and things like that.”
At Halloween, she created a haunted house. At Easter,
the family roll eggs down one of their hillsides. She plans
outdoor movie nights on the lawn, marshmallow wars with
PVC guns she made, treasure hunts; you name it and she
probably wrote the book on it.
Actually, that’s no exaggeration. LuAnn and a friend
collaborated on a book many years ago that offered up
lots of crafts and activities that could be combined with
traditions.
And then there was the Box Elder County Historical Photo
Tour book project she took charge of in the mid-1990s.
Originally thought of as a way the County could raise
funds to brighten the hallways of the Courthouse with
historical photos, the book was wildly successful.
LuAnn and her collaborators covered all the costs and
continues to sell copies of it today. But she’s more pleased
with the memories that were preserved for a community
she loves serving.

LuAnn with four of her 12 grandchildren at the ranch.
One year when her children were still small, LuAnn wanted
to take them on a trip back East for a couple weeks. Bob
reminded her family funds would not allow for that, but
agreed to let her figure out a way to raise the additional money
to do it.
At an estimated $1,000 per person, this would be no small
task. But she and the kids went to work cycling wheat from
their ranch and wrapping it into eight-ounce bundles that they
could sell to local craft stores and floral shops.
Not only did they pay for their trip, but the idea was so good
her kids kept it up for several years as a way to pay for school
clothes.
“I always felt good that I taught them to work. Cycling wheat
in the Summer is very hot and hard work, but we made a lot of
money from it and learned to work in the process,” she added.
LuAnn has certainly left her mark on the community she loves
and calls home. But what she wants to be remembered most
for is being “a good mother and grandmother who created
some fun traditions and good memories along the way,” she
concludes cheerfully.
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