Easy or Hard, He Just Enjoys the Ride

F

or having such an easy-going, mild-mannered
personality, one would think Davis County Treasurer
Mark Altom would be more comfortable taking the
easy path to achievement.
But he’ll tell you it doesn’t and hasn’t always worked out
that way.
“A lot of people will take their [mountain] bike up on the
lift at Snowbasin and then ride down for the exhilaration,”
explains Altom. “For me, it’s the sense of accomplishment
I feel after pedaling up the hill, up the steep places, up the
technical parts which I am always trying to do better on
that make it fun. And then I still get the exhilaration of
flying down the mountain after.”
And yet, the soft-spoken and friendly county official is
hard-pressed to share any challenging events in his life
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because, in his view, they don’t exist, unless you count his
one and only political loss in 1990 as he ran for Davis County
Treasurer.
A good friend and neighbor, former State Auditor Tom Allen,
encouraged the young banker living in Kaysville to run for the
open seat following the retirement of Pauline McBride.
“I encouraged him to run and told him I would give him all
my campaign signs and other things I used when running
for office,” said Allen, who nominated Altom at the 1990
Republican County Convention. “But he did all the work and
made it all happen—I can’t take credit for that.”
Indeed, Mark knew it would not be easy but felt ready for
the climb, spending many hours after work each day walking
through neighborhoods, passing out flyers and meeting Davis
County residents.
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WE BELIEVE THE BEST
WAY TO HANDLE A CLAIM
IS TO PREVENT IT.
THIS IS THE TRUST.

Focusing on helping members develop and strengthen a culture of safety and accountability.
We strive to partner with our members top down – fully recognizing that executive
leadership and executive commitment to accountability are key to improved safety and loss prevention.
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against two other candidates (one
of which he competed against in
the 1990 primary).
To make it even more interesting,
he had to garner at least 70
percent of the vote.
“I needed 273 delegate votes to
get 70 percent and I received 275,
which was amazing considering
there were three candidates,” he
said.
The win was a great confidence
builder. Now, 20 years later,
Altom uses that and other
challenging professional
experiences to fuel his push up
new climbs. Including those in
his spare time.
“Nobody was familiar with the last name Altom in Davis
County,” he reflected. “So I had to work very hard at it...
and put my heart and soul into the campaign.”
The hard work seemingly paid off as he enjoyed a 57
percent vote among caucus delegates. Unfortunately, party
rules at the time did not allow for multiple balloting and 70
percent was required to avoid a primary vote.
Well short of that mark, Altom entered the primary with
one other candidate. Despite his earlier performance at the
caucus vote, the primary vote didn’t go as well landing him
in second place to Michael Porter, who eventually went
unopposed in the general election and became the new
treasurer.
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“I was obsessed with golf,” he
said pointedly. “I would go with a friend of mine two
to three times a week at day break so we could get nine
holes in before we had to be to work at eight.”
However, a few years ago Altom said he felt conflicted.
“I took up golf to relieve stress. But I found that the
amount of stress relieved was in direct proportion to
the amount it created,” he said. “Mountain biking fits
me so much better. It gives me excellent physical and
mental exercise.
“I used to like hiking, and biking is like fast-forward
hiking—I get to see so much more,” he compares.

“That had a huge impact on me. But as difficult and
disappointing as it was I had an inner calm feeling that it
would be okay,” he explained.

His wife of 34 years, the former Debra Wilson, has
seen plenty of her share of the outdoors, too, literally
growing up at the foot of the Grand Tetons in Alta,
Wyoming.

Turns out, his inside instincts were correct. Within a year
Porter was accused (and later convicted) of stealing a
property tax check his office had received. The incident,
though isolated and still under investigation at the time,
was enough to force his resignation.

Following Mark’s two years of missionary service
to Switzerland and France, the two met at BYU in
a student ward choir. Both were assigned the tenor
section which, he notes, sparked a harmonious
friendship and now marriage.

Suddenly, Altom was back to campaigning. Even though he
was appointed to complete the remaining seven months of
the first two years, and had known and worked with several
employees in the treasurer’s office, he still had to pull off
a special election win for the final two years of the term

The two raised five children and are now enjoying the
sweet sounds of eight grandchildren.
And now as Altom rolls up and down Utah’s
backcountry on two wheels he has lots of time to reflect
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on life and being a county treasurer—20 years of changes
and everything that lay ahead.
“When I got in office things were transitioning from
manual ledgers to more automated processes and so
technology has been the biggest change to my office,”
he said. “We’ve done a lot of things for the benefit of tax
payers that also are more efficient for our office.
“And I would say that there will be a way at some point to
save a lot more by e-mailing tax notices. It’s not there yet,
but not too far in the distant future,” he adds.
In the mean time, those who work with him say it’s his
patient and evenhanded nature that make him extra special
with residents of Davis County.
“He believes in fairness for not only the employees working
in our office and within the county, but for all residents
of Davis County,” says Jean Shaw, chief deputy treasurer
at Davis County. “He has extreme patience. I can’t count
the number of times that he has allowed someone into his
office who was disgruntled or angry and allowed them
personal time to vent, and then takes time to help them
find solutions to resolve their tax issues.”
Truly, his old friend Tom Allen knew back in 1990 what
professional colleagues and citizens of Davis County would
also come to know as time went on.
“I thought back then he would do a great job and he has
done a great job. He was the right choice,” added Allen.
But at the end of the day, Altom finds comfort in growth
and handling disappointments and a challenging hill or
two like everyone else.
“I’m certainly not perfect,” he says in a satisfied tone. “But I
know I’m better now than I ever have been because I keep
learning.”
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